
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CDNTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCD Bl>Y REGION

ORDER NO. 88-026

AN ORDER REQUIRING ICI AMBRICAS, INC., RICHMOND PlANT, CDN'I'RA COSTA CDUNTY,
TO CEASE AND DESIST FROM VIOLATING WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS, ORDER NO.
84-88

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region, (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. On December 18, 1984, the Regional Board adopted Order No. 84-88 (NPDES
No. CA0006157) prescribing waste discharge requirements for ICI
Americas Inc. (formerly Stauffer Chemical Company), Richmond plant
(hereinafter referred to as the Discharger).

2. Order No. 84-88, provides, in part as follows:

"Prohibition A.1.

Discharge of Waste 001 which contains constituents of concern, and
is discharged at a location that does not receive a minimum of 10:1
dilution, is prohibited."

and,

"Provision D.2.

The Discharger 800',1 comply with Prohibition A.1. by JUly I, 1987.
The Discharger Shill 1 submit by JUly 15, 1985 a proposal with time
schedule for achieving compliance. Compliance may be achieved by
demonstrating to t<'1.e satisfaction of the Board that an exception to
the Basin Plan PrDhibition should be granted. .. ."

3. The Discharger submitted a report titled "Request For Exemption To
Deep-Water OUtfall Requirement" on July 1, 1986, and amended it with a
submittal on February 3, 1987. The Discharger has requested an
exception on the basis that the discharge of treated wastewater to
two evaporation ponds provides the net environmental benefit of
increased wildlife habitat.

4. The sediments in thE evaporation ponds contain some pesticides and
heavy metals. Under t.he provisions of the Toxic pits Cleanup Act, the
Discharger must sample and analyze the pond sediments, and the pond
waters, of the two ponds, to determine if they are a hazardous waste as
defined by California Administrative Code, Title 2, Division 4,
Chapter 30.

5. Because of the potential value of the evaporation ponds, a final
determination on the Discharger's request for exception should not be
made until the Discha::ger has complied with the provisions of the Toxic
pits Cleanup Act.






